
CHERRIES CAFÉ  65A CURZON ROAD 
APPLICATION FOR A PREMNISES LICENCE 

RESPONSE TO REPRESENTATION BY APPLICANT 
 
Dear Denise, 
 
Thank you for calling yesterday and I’m sorry we weren’t able to reach a solution at that time.  
 
Since our telephone conversation I’ve received the objections from BCP Council regarding my 
application. They have informed me that I am able to respond to each objection personally so you 
will find my response below.  
 
I’ve answered each point you’ve made in brackets next to each alleged issue with my response to 
your concerns.  I feel that your objections are frivolous and vexatious in this instance.  
 
This is what I’ll present at the hearing.  
 
You said it’s not personal yesterday when you called me but by making up untruths about my cafe 
and patrons I obviously felt compelled to respond and respond with what I believe to be the truth.  
 
 
Dear sirs,  
 
I am writing to both express my grave concern and formerly object to the application for a liquor 
license made by the Cherries Cafe on Curzon Road, Springbourne.  
 
I am a home owner who currently lives in the immediate proximity to the premises and already i 
face numerous challenges, disruption and stress from this business.   
 
(I’m sorry I’m a little confused by this, as although you own the flat directly above the cafe you have 
not lived there yourself for at least 10 years. You previously had Corina and family as tenants and for 
the last few years Leanne Thomas was your tenant. For the last 18 months or so the property has 
been let out by you and Luke as a holiday let on Air B&B. It’s wonderful that your guests use the cafe 
while staying in your property and they have all been lovely so far. 
I am also a little unsure as to the challenges, disruptions and stresses our business has caused you as 
seeing you don’t live at the property how can this be?) 
 
 
The business is a cafe that has branded itself as a football themed venue and as a result already 
attracts large groups of rowdy supporters, on many occasions myself and my children have been 
harassed and intimidated by these crowds, they frequently hang around on the roads and 
pavements leave littler in the area and have also caused criminal damage to a number vehicles.  
 
( In the 13 years of the cafe being owned and run by myself or my sister Debbie we have never 
received a complaint about our customers being rowdy or showing any intimidating behaviour. We 
have 24 seats so at anytime we never have huge crowds. We have never had to call the police for 
any disturbances on match days or at any other times. I have cctv footage from the last 6 months 
trading on match days which will show that our patrons are not unruly or in any way a nuisance. The 
cafe has always been popular with Cherries Fans and for many years prior to us owning it. When 
AFBC went into the Premiership the first time we used this as a good business idea to rename the 
cafe Cherries. We’re not a football themed cafe we support our local team and having between 14-



20 homes games a year it’s only a very small part of our business the rest of the year we have non 
football fans as well. Again I’m confused as to your comment about your children being harassed as 
far as I’m aware you don’t actually live anywhere near the cafe and I believe your children now to be 
grown up?)  
 
 
The prospect of adding alcohol to this already toxic situation, the simply does not bear thinking 
about. It will add to creating an increased public disturbance and nuisance. It is also likely to attract 
fans from opposing teams and certainly only act to fuel violence.  
 
( We are totally unaware we have a toxic situation. You have never once complained to myself since 
I’ve owned it or my sister when she owned the cafe. Yesterday when we spoke over the phone you 
said yourself we don’t know each other so I cannot understand these accusations. We have a 
wonderful relationship with the majority of the local community we do a lot for the Springbourne 
Community as a whole and we run a good establishment and we also work with the local police and 
PCSO’s and I’m myself part of the local neighbourhood watch. We have never had a toxic or violent 
situation in the 13 years we’ve had the cafe. I’m really not sure how you can describe it as toxic? We 
do not want to bring any troubles to the area we are just looking at ways to expand on our small 
business during difficult financial times.  
 
We have never had fans from opposing teams use the cafe and never had any violence or unruly 
behaviour from our customers. We have not had any complaints from anyone in the area so again I 
do not understand your comments here. The cafe has been here since the 1940’s which precedes 
any tenants or owners of properties nearby or adjacent. Therefore any property owner/tenant in 
close proximity to Cherries Cafe would have known there was an operating business when they 
purchased or rented their property. In fact it’s been a Cafe for longer than we’ve been alive) 
 
I should also add that there is absolutely no infrastructure to support such an application, there is no 
parking available, the road is narrow with their patriots parking on the pavement, blocking access for 
push chairs and disabled chairs.  
 
( Yes the local area as well as the majority of Bournemouth roads are narrow and were never 
designed for the amount of cars that are on the roads today. Everyone parks on the pavements in 
Curzon Road as they do in most roads in the area. This currently is not a law so it’s irrelevant. I have 
myself previously lived in Wilson Road for 15 years and match days have always been difficult to 
park but only a small minority of these cars are from our customers. 
 
When you and your Son come to clean your property after your guests leave you yourselves park on 
the pavement as do your guests as there is no other option currently.)  
 
 
Allowing an alcohol license would be putting the residents and their property at risk and inviting a 
public nuisance.  
 
( this is an assumption and as far as I’m aware we’ve never had one of our customers causing a 
public nuisance or cause any property or car damage that has happened since we’ve owned the cafe. 
These issues have happened late at night when the cafe was closed so I do not see that these 
incidents are related to the cafe in any way. We ourselves have been the victim of break-ins which 
have all happened at night while the premises has been closed.) 



 
How can a cafe owner be effectively equipped to ensure they distribute alcohol responsibly and 
equally manage any fall out.  
 
(I am now a cafe owner yes but prior to this I have run, managed and been a General Manager of 
bars, restaurants and also hotels in the UK and abroad. I have taken and passed alcohol and food 
related courses in the UK but in France and Greece too therefore Im competent and extremely 
experienced in the running of a licensed premises and have years of experience in these operations. 
I have also taken all the relevant courses and met all the criteria stated by Dorset Police Licensing 
and BCP Council for this premises licence plus owning my own personal alcohol licence too. I’d say 
that serving alcohol in a small 24 seater cafe is well within my remit and experience)  
 
 
There are a number perfectly suitable and licensed venues in close proximity that are well equipped 
and experienced 
 
 (sadly there a not many places locally where you can enjoy a meal with an alcoholic beverage in the 
local area as lots of businesses didn’t make it through the pandemic. The main reason I’d like to 
operate with alcohol is to enhance in my business by expanding my opening hours a little and 
offering out local community a nice place to have dinner and a drink a few evenings a week. Due to 
the current climate we all have had to adapt our businesses as you have done so yourself by turning 
your residential property into a holiday let to improve on your business)  
 
such an application cannot be justified or supported in what is a very small and quiet residential 
street.  
 
I strongly request that you decline the application and act to protect the local homeowners and their 
property.  
 
(Again there is no evidence to support that the antisocial behaviour or criminal damage in the area 
has come from the patrons of Cherries Cafe and by and large our customers are great, responsible, 
nice people. I’d like to reiterate that we’ve never had complaints of antisocial behaviour from 
anyone connected to or who uses the Cafe.  
 
Again I feel saddened that we haven’t reached a solution so far but I’m more than happy to discuss 
this further prior to the hearing. 
 
Yours sincerely  
Amanda Sc’erri (Mandy) 

Cherries Cafe        
 


